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Docket Clerk, FSIS

Room 2-2127

5601 Sunnyside Avenue

Beltsville, MD 20705

Email:  DraftValidationGuideComments@fsis.usda.gov

Re:  Comments - Draft Guidance on HACCP System Validation
Dear Mr. Almanza:

[Insert business name] respectfully submits these comments regarding the Draft Guidance on HACCP System Validation that were publically released on March 19, 2010.

It has come to our attention that you are currently considering changing the enforcement of the HACCP system validation. I am unsure of the reasons for this change since our industry has safely operated under the current system for over 10 years. I believe the current system has produced a safe meat supply when following the current HACCP plans. These plans use the FSIS standards, FSIS Federal Register documents and peer reviewed studies to maintain reliable processes.

We currently supply several thousand small meat processors across the United States. We daily ship supplies and equipment to these processors they use to produce high quality meat products. These products are then consumed by their own families, communities and satisfied consumers across the country. 

We as well as the other businesses that supply the small meat processors employ many workers who could be affected by this increase in the cost of complying with the change in enforcement. I have personally discussed this change with many processors who believe the new validation requirements would drastically alter their businesses. Most would be forced to significantly reduce the number of products they produce and the number of employees needed to produce them. Obviously this would have a large impact on our business since a reduction in products would require fewer supplies and fewer purchases of new equipment.

We respectfully request that the Draft Guidance on HACCP System Validation be revised to clearly state that no in-plant microbial testing is required when an establishment is following the long-standing, safe processes of HACCP.

[Insert business name] appreciates the chance to comment on the Draft Guidance on HACCP System Validation.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Sincerely,

[Insert your signature and business title]
cc: 
[Your State Legislators- Congressmen and Senators]
[The Small Business Administration]
[Your State Farm Bureau]
[Your State Beef and Pork Council]
